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track and field. After winning Olympic gold, a life-size
bronze statue was built in her honor in Tieling in
northeastern China. So many people tried to touch it
that authorities reportedly had to build a fence to
protect it. Because of the victory, the Chinese
government told her she could have whatever she
wanted. What she wanted was to live in the U.S.
Chen had heard good things about America and it
was her childhood dream to move there. In late 1993,
she left her fame and family in China and moved to
California.
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